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The Library of Congress in Washington D.C. 

The original Congressional Library was housed in the Capitol for most of the 19th century.  The original collection of books had been de-

stroyed by fire during the war of 1812 when the British set fire to the nations capitol and Presidents House after the battle of Bladensburg. 

After the war, in 1815, former President Thomas Jefferson sold his private collection of 6,487 books to Congress for the purpose of re-

constructing the new library. Another disaster of fire struck the library in 1851, destroying much of the collection. As the Library of Congress 

began to grow in size and importance after the Civil War, a much bigger, separate library was built across the street from the capitol from 

1888-1894. The new building, which stands today, was designed in the “Beaux-Arts” architecture style with fine decorations of marble halls, 

massive columns, carved hardwoods, and a stained glass dome - all on a scale to match the magnificent United States Capitol.  
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The Life of  

Thomas Jefferson 

1743 - 1826 

Left –This portrait 

was painted of Jef-

ferson in 1776 while 

he was serving the 

Second Continental 

Congress.  

Right –This portrait 

was painted by 

Mather Brown while 

Jefferson was in 

London with Adams 

in 1785.  
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or enforce laws. 
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Jefferson's most significant contributions during his presidency was the Louisiana Purchase from France, doubling the size of the United 
States. Jefferson also put an end to the century-old problem of Barbary pirates disrupting American shipping in the Mediterranean. The great-
est challenge of Jefferson's second term was posed by the war between Napoleonic France and Great Britain. Both countries attempted to 
prevent American commerce with the other power by harassing and attacking American shipping. Jefferson was on a war footing but in re-
sponse, he passed the embargo Act of 1807, suspending all trade with Europe. The move prevented war but ultimately weakened the Ameri-
can economy as exports crashed from $108 million to $22 million by 1809. 

Jefferson loved the west but was very anxious about America as a lasting empire of liberty. He was trepidatious about the British, French, Span-
ish, and Indian holdings in the new world and fretted about them extending their holdings, limiting American growth, while creating the constant 
possibility of invasion. 
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The Louisiana Purchase from France on April 30, 1803, 

doubled the size of the United States.  
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Thomas Jefferson’s mountaintop Monticello in Charleston, Virginia 
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The two story entrance hall was 

a museum where visitors could 

be educated while they waited to 

meet Jefferson or his family. Vis-

itors were struck by the grass 

green color of the wood floor, 

twenty-eight Windsor chairs lin-

ing the walls, and the strange 

decorations hung on the walls. 

The walls were decorated with a 

variety of maps, one being an 

Indian map on leather, antlers, 

sculpture, paintings, Native 

American artifacts, a tortoise, a 

stuffed alligator, and mineral 

rocks.  
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The Tea Room was adja-

cent to the Dining Room 

so the two rooms could 

accommodate more peo-

ple for dining by simply 

opening the sliding pock-

ets doors to the room. 

These were important 

rooms where guests could 

be entertained at break-

fast, dinner, and tea. Two 

meals were served each 

day—breakfast at 8:00 

and dinner at 4:00. The 

Tea Room was filled with 

portraits of friends, family, 

and people who had great-

ly influenced him, including 

busts of Franklin, Lafa-

yette, and Washington.  
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The Parlor, also called a salon or drawing 

room, was the principal social space where the 

family and guests gathered after dinner. The 

activities before dark consisted of reading, writ-

ing letters, playing games, and music. Jefferson 

loved playing the violin and a game of chess.; 

the harpsichord (pictured) was played by his 

daughter Martha. Prior to the candles being 

brought in, the family would gather around the 

fire for conversation. The parlor held more than 

fifty paintings, mostly purchased in Paris. The 

parquet wood floor was made of beech and 

cherry. The window treatments were made from 

Jefferson’s sketches.  
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The Dining Room showcased 

Jefferson’s ardent interest in 

food and wine, which can be 

traced to Paris. Monticello’s 

kitchen, one of the best 

equipped in Virginia, had a se-

ries of French-trained chefs. 

The breakfast table included 

muffins, hot wheat and corn 

bread, cold ham, coffee, and 

tea. The dinner was served in 

French style, included soups, 

beef, turkey, ham, veal, fried 

eggs, pie, puddings, and a 

great variety of fruit and vege-

tables. Beer and cider were 

served with the meal; wine 

from Europe was served with 

the main course. Jefferson, ea-

ger to minimize the intrusion of 

servants, devised a rotating 

door with shelves containing 

the platters of food; as the food 

rotated into the room, Jefferson 

would serve his family and 

guests himself.  
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Jefferson’s apartment in Monticello occupies the southern third of the large main 

floor. The middle of the main floor contains the large Entrance Hall and Parlor, 

while the north end contain the two dining areas and two guest bedrooms. Jeffer-

son’s apartment include the Bed Chamber and Cabinet or study (below), the Book 

Room or library (right), and the Venetian Porch or greenhouse and adjoining Ter-

race (right page). The spaces were all connected by arches of various sizes and 

changes in ceiling heights rather than conventional doorways. The bedroom cham-

ber ceiling is nearly nineteen feet high and flooded with light from a skylight (right). 

Above the bed alcove is a large closet vented by three elliptical openings. In the 

Cabinet Room he was surrounded by his favorite authors and scientific  
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mathematical instruments. A large portion of every day was devoted to let-

ters at his writing desk. The Book Room contained one of the largest private 

libraries in America; it contained seven-thousand rare and valuable works on 

all subjects, and in all languages. The books were all catalogued, and on 

shelves, according to the division of human learning. His Cabinet and Book 

Room opened to the green-house. The greenhouse was divided from the 

adjoining rooms by glass sliding doors so the view of the plants was unob-

structed. The greenhouse held oranges, roses, and geraniums, as well as 

his pet mockingbirds. The greenhouse opened to the Terrace where Jeffer-

son was known to take early morning and late evening walks. Jefferson’s 

apartment was his private domain and was rarely entered by anyone except 

his daughter Martha.  
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The Life of  
James Madison 

(1751-1836) 
 

Left –Gilbert Stuart cap-
tures Madison’s reserved 
personality in this 1804 
painting.  

Right-Gilbert Stuart’s 
painting of Dolly Madison 
in 1804 
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have prevented the Civil 
War. By 1791, The last ten of the proposed amendments were ratified and became the Bill of Rights.  

Madison did not consider a bill of rights desirable in itself. In his mind, its chief utility was to pacify the fears of those calling for constitutional 
amendments, offer encouragement for North Carolina and Rhode Island to ratify and join the new union, provide further bulwarks for human lib-
erty, and win new Constitutional admirers. 

Madison was 43 when he married for the first time. On September 15, 1794, James Madison married Dolly Payne Todd, a 26 year-old 
widow; Madison never had any children but adopted Dolly's one surviving son John. 

Secretary of State, then President 

When Thomas Jefferson was inaugurated as president in 1801, he named Madison to be his Secretary of State. With wars raging in Eu-
rope between Napoleon’s France and Britain, Madison tried to maintain American neutrality, and insisted on protecting the legal rights of 
a neutral nation under international law. However, neither London or Paris showed respect toward America's shipping rights and the situ-
ation deteriorated during Jefferson's second term. Consequently, Madison and Jefferson decided to punish Britain and France with an 
American embargo, forbidding trade with any foreign country. The embargo failed, causing economic hardships up and down the entire 
eastern coast of the United States. Despite the economic consequences of the embargo, Madison breezed to the election for President in 
1808; the federalists had withered to a mere sectional party by now, offering little competition to Madison. 

Congress repealed Jefferson's embargo shortly before Madison became president and Madison's policy became free trade with all coun-
tries, including Britain and France. Madison experienced diplomatic relations with Britain deteriorating in 1809, however even in the face of 
deteriorating situations at sea with Britain, Madison resisted the publics call for war. In 1795 Madison expressed his views about the  conse-
quences of war by saying, "Of all the  enemies to public liberty war is, perhaps, the most to be dreaded, because it comprises and develops 
the germ of every other. War is the parent of armies; from these proceed debts and taxes; and armies, and debts, and taxes are the known 
instruments for bringing the many under the domination of the few. In war, too, the discretionary power of the executive is extended; no nation 
could preserve its freedom in the midst of continual warfare." 
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In 1763, James Madison Sr. built a asymmetrical, two story brick house that was the largest home in Orange County, Virginia. 

At the time, he was the wealthiest man in the county; his land holdings were extensive, his slave holdings notable, and his so-

cial connections were impressive. Though Montpelier would remain the younger Madison’s home for his entire life, he would 

spend long periods far from the plantation. Upon retiring from Congress in 1797, Madison returned to Montpelier with his wife 

Dolly, her son, and sister. To make room for his new family, he commenced with the construction of a large addition to his fa-

thers house. As he prepared to leave again for the federal city in 1801 to become Secretary of State, his father died. His moth-

er would remain in the home until she died in 1820 at the age of ninety-eight. In 1809, having succeeded to the presidency, 

James Madison launched a project to reinvent Montpelier to his elevated status. During the next four years he would unify the 

house with a central entrance, add a colonnaded porch across the rear, as well as adding one story wings to each end of the 

home  - one for James's library, the other for his mother. Significant changes were also made to the slave support buildings, 

gardens, and even the landscape, which became an open park. After serving eight years as president of the United States, 

Madison retired to Montpelier in 1817, and it was here he died in 1836. The drawing room (below) was the place where guests 

gathered before dinner; Madison was also known to have played chess in this room.  
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The dining room at Montpelier James Madison’s library in the principal room in the north wing; this is 

the place where he spent his retirement years editing his papers and 

maintaining his correspondence.  
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Events of 1823—
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Events of 1827-

 

 

 

  

Events of 1831-
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The Life of 
Andrew Jackson 

(1767-1845 ) 
 

Andrew Jackson was born in a log cabin built by his father, a farmer who cleared a 
few acres in the western Carolinas. He never knew his father who had emigrated 
from Ireland two years earlier and died three weeks before his son was born. He 
received a sporadic education at two local academies. Jackson grew up in the 
company of his two brothers and cousins at a time of Revolutionary ferment. An-
drew Jackson was the last president of the United States to have served in the 
American Revolution. His eldest brother, Hugh, died in the battle of Stono Ferry in 
1779. Andrew, at the age of thirteen, joined a local militia as a courier; Andrew and 
his youngest brother, Robert, were captured by the British and held as prisoners   

where they contracted smallpox and nearly starved to death. Robert died in April of 1781, a few days after 
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Andrew Jackson’s Hermitage in Nashville, Tennessee 
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The Hermitage library where Jackson spent  

his retired years 

The central hall, including an elliptical staircase and 

wallpaper from France, both add drama to the room.  
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Events of 1831-Cyrus McCormick invented 

A sketch of an 1848 reaper that thrashed wheat 
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The first act of Congress to protect natural resources was signed into law to preserve land in Hot Springs, Arkansas.  

The Black Hawk war begins in Wisconsin and Illinois and  would lead to the removal of Sauk and Fox Indians west of the Mississippi 
River. 

 

 

The “Trail of Tears.” 
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American’s on the move west 

With the peace in 1815, after the War of 1812, Americans were eager to move west. The Indians 

had been defeated and were being moved west of the Mississippi River. Eastern farms soils worn 

thin by repeated over-cropping were selling for $14 to $50 per acre, while government lands west of 

the Appalachian Mountains were priced so reasonably one could purchase 320 acres for only $160 

down with another $480 due over four years. 

The move from East to West was not as difficult as a generation earlier. Steamboats and flat boats could 
easily navigate the Ohio River to lands with rich- humus soils in southern Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. Migrat-
ing settlers could float down the Hudson River, through the Erie Canal (completed in 1825) to the Great 
Lakes; from their they could reach the great lake plain states of the north. Others followed the National 
Road, completed in 1811, through the Cumberland pass of the Appalachian Mountains to 
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The First Industrial Revolution 
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Events of 1839-During the decade of the thirties, German American immigrants introduce the tradition of decorating Christmas trees during 
the holidays. 

Mississippi passes the first state law allowing women to own property. 

William Otis receives a patent for the steam shovel. 

Charles Goodyear invents rubber vulcanization. After nineteen years of experimenting, Goodyear's patent is granted in 1844. Goodyear ulti-
mately accepted an offer of $50,000 for the unlimited manufacturing rights of rubber products; the two investors who opened a factory produc-
ing shoes, suspenders, elastics, and  

 

 

An early 1847 telegraph; the large 

electromagnetic coil in the center 

received the signal and attracted 

the lever arm. A paper tape for the 

transmitted Morse Code was pulled 

through the machine by weights.  

business instincts, telegraphs spread as fast as men could string wires. 
Within five years there were 12,000 miles of telegraph wire run by 20 companies. In 
1856, Hiram Sibly brought some order to the chaos by merging several of the small 
companies into the Western Union Telegraph Company. By the 1860's telegraph wires 
were approaching 250,000 mile in the United States, and the continents were linked by 
100,000 miles of under-sea cables; the electric telegraph system Samuel Morse de-
veloped transformed the  world. 



 46 

Events of 1841-
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Frederick Douglas (1818-1895), was the son of a slave 

woman and an unknown white man. He rarely saw his moth-

er and was frequently whipped as he was moved from one 

slave owner to another. He made his first escape attempt at 

eighteen, landing him in jail. While working in a shipyard in 

Baltimore, he loaned money from his fiancée Anna (a free 

black women) and escaped north to Massachusetts where he 

settled, married Anna, and changed his name; he became a 

preacher and joined the anti-slavery society, where he pub-

lished anti-slavery articles. From 1841 to 1844 he traveled as a 

hired lecturer with the staunch abolitionist Garrison throughout 

the northern states and western territories. In 1845 he pub-

lished his first book, an autobiography portraying the corruption 

and brutality of slavery. Fearing for his life, he fled to England 

where two Englishmen, hearing of his plight, purchased his 

freedom by paying his former masters.  Upon returning to the 

United States a free man, he settled in Rochester, New York 

with his family where he published an anti-slavery newspaper 

advocating women's rights as well as abolition. While in New 

York, Douglas risked his life sheltering runaway slaves; his 

home became a station for fugitives on the underground rail-

road. In 1855 he published his second autobiography, My 

Bondage and My freedom. Meeting with President Lincoln 

several times, he urged a proclamation of freedom for slaves 

and the recruitment of black soldiers to undermine the souths 

war effort. After the war he moved to Washington DC where he 

published his third autobiography, continued to publish and lec-

ture for the rights of women and blacks, always using the politi-

cal system to invoke change. 



 51 

Abraham Lincoln 
(1809 -1865) 

 

Left –Lincoln the young 

country lawyer 

Right-Miss Mary Todd 

prior to her marriage to 

Lincoln 
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The Lincoln 

home in Spring-

field, Illinois. Oc-

cupied by Abra-

ham Lincoln and 

his wife Mary 

from 1844 until 

his presidency in 

1860.  
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Left-The Lincoln’s sitting 

room. Here the parents 

held several parties for 

their boys Willie and Tad.  

Below-The formal parlor 

where the Lincoln's enter-

tained important guests.  
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 . 

Returning to practice law in Springfield, Lincoln handled every kind of business that could come before a prairie lawyer. Twice a year for 
sixteen years, ten weeks at a time, he traveled in the mid-state region by horse when the county courts were in session. The lawyers 
generally slept two to a bed, with three or four beds in a room. Lincoln savored the life of the traveling bar, standing with his back to the 
fire, he juggled one tale after another; no lawyer on the circuit was better loved than Lincoln. Whenever time allowed, he studied astrono-
my, political economy, philosophy, logics, and mathematics; life was to him a school, as he was always studying and mastering every 
subject which came before him. His law office routine included taking depositions, drafting deeds, filing declarations, satisfying debts, but 
also murder cases, transportation issues between barge companies and the railroad companies, and corporate shareholder disputes. 

Family tragedy struck when the Lincoln's lost their son Edward in 1850 at the age of four to tuberculosis while a third baby boy, William, 
was born the same year; Thomas Lincoln, Abe's father, died in January of 1851; and then the Lincoln’s were blessed with a fourth son, 
born in 1853, who was named Thomas after his grandfather. 

Lincoln's withdrawal from political office was never complete. He worked tirelessly to secure political posts for fellow Illinoisans, and 
joined in a call for a convention to reorganize the Whig Party. He was called upon to give eulogies for Senator Henry Clay and other 
leading Whig leaders. He often spoke out on national issues, referring to slavery as, "the one great question of the day." And he never 
gave up an opportunity to criticize Stephen Douglas, the senator from Illinois who was a leading national figure. Lincoln possessed an 
uncanny ability to win the respect of others, to earn their trust and even devotion, which would prove essential in his rise to power; there 
was something mysterious in his persona that led countless men to feel bound to him in admiration. 

Between 1850 and 1860, the country's 23 million people become 31 million. In ten years, 2,600,000 people arrived from overseas. The 
Northwest Territories grew by 77 percent. between the Atlantic and the Mississippi; the railroad hauled pork and grain of the West to fac-
tory towns of the East and to ships sailing to Europe; in 1854, 1,500 wagons were counted in one month going to Iowa; in one week, 
12,000 immigrants arrived on railroad trains in Chicago; Cyrus McCormick's Chicago factory sold 1,558 farming machines to the swelling 
population in 1854. Against these changing scenes and 
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Texas was admitted to the Union as a slave state in 1845; Cali-

fornia was admitted as a free state in 1850. The dotted line rep-

resents the 36th parallel of the Missouri Compromise  of 1820. 
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Robert (right) was the eldest son of the Lin-

coln’s, followed by Willie (bottom left) and 

Tad (right). Another son, Eddie, died from 

tuberculosis in 1850 at age four.  

(below left) Lincoln during the time of the 

presidential election—1860.  
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Salmon Chase (top left), the Gover-

nor of Ohio, sought the Republican 

nomination for president against Lin-

coln; he was appointed Secretary of 

the Treasury.  

William Seward (top right), Senator 

and Governor of New York, was the 

favorite to win the Republican Presi-

dential nomination. He was appoint-

ed Secretary of State. 

Edwin Stanton (bottom left), was the 

U.S. Secretary of War from 1862-

1868. He replaced Simon Cameron 

when Lincoln disapproved of his an-

nual report declaring the slave prop-

erty of the rebels should be confis-

cated.  

(bottom right) A photo of Mary Todd 

Lincoln during the presidential years.  
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calming 
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At the time of Lincoln’s inau-

guration in March of 1861, 

President Washington’s 

monument was only one-

third if its intended height, 

the new Capitol dome two 

years away from completion, 

and most of the streets un-

paved. Thirty thousand 

spectators gathered to hear 

Lincoln’s inaugural address 

from the east portico of the 

Capitol.  
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The Civil War 
April 12, 1861-April 9, 1865 
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more money 
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(top left) The Union’s Monitor Ironclad 

and the Confederate’s Merrimack.  

(bottom left) Rather than fighting the 

Confederate army camped right outside 

Washington to ultimately take Richmond 

(the Confederate capitol), McClellan 

chose to move his enormous army by 

sea south to the Yorktown peninsula.  

(bottom right) Ulysses S. Grants army 

was waiting for Buell and his army of 

Ohio so they could advance into Missis-

sippi together. The deadly Battle of Shi-

loh resulted when the Confederates 

launched a surprise attack.  
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(top left) Lincoln in 1862 at the time of the Emancipation 

Proclamation. 

(bottom left) The Confederates successfully defend Rich-

mond and drive McClellan’s retreating army back to their de-

fensive positions and the safety of federal gunboats n the 

Seven Day Battle. 

(bottom right) Lee’s army invades Maryland, culminating in 

defeat at the Battle of Antietam. McClellan’s army, outnum-

bering the defeated Confederates three to one, refuses to 

attack to destroy Lee’s army.  
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The Emancipation Proclamation 
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Espionage and Intelligence. As telegraph tapping became common during the war, the need for cyphers increased to make messages 
secure. The cipher machine was used by Confederates to encode messages. It used a matrix of 26 alphabets, shifted one letter for each 
row, from which a substitute letter was chosen for each letter of the message. Regardless of the effort, the cypher was cracked by Union 
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code-breakers. Additional 

 

Ulysses S. Grant  
(1822-1885) 
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Robert E. Lee was, first and foremost, a Virginian. Son of Henry Lee, a hero of the Revolutionary War, he grew up among the privi-
leged First Families of Virginia. However, his childhood was not an easy one; he was 11 when his father died, leaving the family in dire 
financial straits. In 1829 he graduated second in his class from West Point. Lee's marriage in 1831 to Mary Custis, the daughter of 
George and Martha Washington's grandson, connected him directly with the lineage of George Washington, thus securing his place in 
Virginia's aristocracy. 

Lee spent his pre-Civil War career in the Corps of Engineers and the cavalry. He served as a staff officer in the war with Mexico in 
1847-48, when his talents for imaginative flanking movements around prepared defenses and coolness under pressure earned him 
the admiration of his commander, General Winfield Scott. By the time Lee entered his fifties, his military career had stalled; taking a 
leave of absence, he returns to is Arlington estate to tend his wife's failing health and their finances. At the approach of the Civil War 
in 1861, Lee, a lieutenant colonel, was of value to both sides. Torn by conflicting loyalties, Lee chose allegiance to his state once Vir-
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ginia seceded from the Union. 

Despite some early military setbacks, Lee secured the respect of Confeder-
ate President Davis, who retained him as his personal military advisor. In July 
of 1862, Lee is given command of the Army of Northern Virginia; he believed 
the Confederates only hope of success against a superior army lay in taking 
the offensive. Lee repeatedly took risks, and his bold maneuvers secured 
many outstanding victories. In February of 1865, Lee was appointed general-
in-chief of the Confederate Army, while remaining in command of the Army of 
Northern Virginia. When it finally became futile to continue the struggle, he 
surrendered with dignity at Appomattox. Lee was excluded from the general 
amnesty and his Arlington estate was confiscated for back taxes. In 1865 he 
accepted a post of President of Washington College in Lexington, Virginia. 

1863 

 

Robert E. Lee 
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. 

A survivor described the awful sounds of the struggle by writing, "The screaming and bursting of shells, the sounds of canister and 
shrapnel as they tore through the struggling masses of humanity, the death screams of wounded animals, the groans of their human 
companions, wounded and dying trampled underfoot by hurrying batteries, rider less horses, and the sounds of moving lines of bat-
tle...a perfect hell on earth." Another private wrote, "Seconds are centuries, minutes ages. Men fire into each-other faces not five feet 
apart; there are bayonet thrusts, sabre strokes, pistol shots...men going down on their hands and knees, spinning around like tops, 
throwing out their arms, gulping blood, falling- legless, armless, headless. There are ghastly heaps of dead men." 

Gettysburg, where almost one-third of those engaged were lost, 
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( Top Left ) The Chancellor house, in which Hooker made his 

headquarters and where he concentrated his army, to the de-

light of the enemy. Lee divided his army, sending Jackson with 

28,000 men to attack the Union from the rear.  

( Bottom left) The Battle of Gettysburg begins when the two op-

posing cavalry’s run into one another; each send for help with 

the rebels arriving first. Federal troops take cover behind the 

headstones of Cemetery Hill until reinforcements arrive. By the 

second day, 150,000 Union and Confederate troops clash.  

(Bottom right) After crossing the Mississippi at Bruinsburg and 

leaving behind his supply line, Grant strikes at the rebels five 

times on his way to lay siege to Vicksburg, located high on a 

bluff on the river’s eastern side.  
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Abraham Lincoln in 1863 

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address 
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General William T Sherman (1820-1891) 

was an American soldier, businessman, 

educator and author. He was born into a 

prominent political family in Ohio, gradu-

ated from West Point in 1840, and was 

the father of eight children. In 1864 he 

was promoted to commander of the west-

ern theater of the war. After capturing At-

lanta, he marched through Georgia and 

the Carolinas destroying large amounts of 

crops, livestock, and supplies, undermin-

ing the ability of the Confederacy to con-

tinue fighting.  
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presidential candidate. 
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Right—March 

1865, the last pho-

tograph of Abra-

ham Lincoln at the 

age of 56 

Left—The actor, 

John Wilkes 

Booth, Lincoln’s 

assassin.  
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Arlington National Cemetery, Washington D.C. 

General Robert E. Lee’s “Arlington” estate (pictured upper left) was built in 1802 by George Washington and Martha Cus-

tis Washington’s grandson. The estate passed to his daughter, who married Robert E. Lee. With both Union cemetery’s 

full in Washington D.C., the U.S. government purchased the vacant 624 acre Lee estate at a back-tax sale in 1864 for a 

national cemetery. The Lee home still stands today above President John F. Kennedy’s grave site.  
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The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington Cemetery contains the unidentified remains of one dead soldier; the tomb 

symbolizes the sacrifices of anyone who has been killed in the service of the nation. The inscription on the tomb reads, 

“Here rests in honored glory an American soldier.”  
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The Reconstruction Era of the South after the Civil War 

1865—1877 
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Images of the devastation of the Civil War 

(upper left) A barely living Union prisoner from the Confederate Andersonville 

prison 

(lower left) The destruction of Atlanta. Railroad tracks were torn up as the fac-

tories were blown up. A Union private wrote, “We have utterly destroyed At-

lanta. I don’t think anyone will want to try to live here now.”  

(lower right) Nine hundred Richmond buildings were destroyed and hundreds 

more were badly damaged as the Union troops took Richmond. In the back-

ground is the American flag flying above the State House of Richmond, which 

served as the Confederate Executive Mansion.  
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The Transcontinental Railroad 

1863-1869 
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(top right) Theodore Judah (1826-1863) founded the Central Pacific 

Railroad and discovered the route through the Sierra Nevada moun-

tains. 

(lower right) General Grenville Dodge (1831-1916) was the chief engi-

neer for the Union Pacific Railroad. He was the most influential per-

son in building the railroad from Omaha west to Promontory Point.  
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(upper right) The CP built the Long Ravine 

Bridge in September, 1865. It was 120 feet long 

and 56 miles east of Sacramento.  

(lower left) One of the thirteen tunnels the CP 

drilled through the Sierra Nevada mountains. 

The Summit Tunnel was the longest at 1,659 

feet; drilling began in the fall of 1865 with Chi-

nese working 24 hours a day. The first train 

went through the tunnel on November 30, 1867.  

(lower right) A freight train rounding Cape Horn, 

California; the dangerous cut was three miles 

long. The slope of the mountain was seventy-

five degrees and the American River was 2,200 

feet below the rail line. The three mile line took 

nine months to complete.  
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(top right to left) The Union 

Pacific’s route from Omaha 

westward through Nebraska 

and Wyoming. 

(bottom left to right) The Central 

Pacific’s route from Sacramento 

through California and Nevada.  
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The final route of the Union 

Pacific laying track from east 

to west, and the Central Pacif-

ic working from west to east, 

meet at Promontory Summit, 

Idaho.  

The UP and the CP join rails 

with the last spike on May 8, 

1869 at Promontory Summit, 

Utah. DONE! 
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The Second Industrial Revolution 

The Second Industrial Revolution corresponds to the latter half of the 19th century until World War I. The Second Industrial Revolution was first 

characterized by the build-out of railroads, large scale steel production, widespread use of machinery in manufacturing, the rapid movement 

of communication from the expanding telegraph, and the use of oil (kerosene). The early twentieth century witnessed the combustible engine, 

the ensuing explosion of motor cars, a plethora of consumer products and productivity gains from the expansion of electricity, as well as 

communication technologies ( telephone, and radio).  

The  second  industrial Revolution was the result of many factors coming together after the completion of the Transcontinental Railroad 

in 1869: human rights protected by the United States Bill of Rights attracted thousands of people to immigrate to America to escape per-

secution, a growing population in the United States generated a growing work force, financial incentives derived from the U.S Constitu-

tion supported a banking charter to originate business loans as well as the absence of personal income taxes - both creating the oppor-

tunities for wealth, free land, rail transportation in 6 days from coast to coast, and instant communication from New York to San Francis-

co.  

It is said the second industrial revolution was built out of steel and lubricated by oil.  
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The efficient produc-

tion line of the early 

twentieth century 

moved the product to 

a stationary worker, 

vastly improving 

productivity per man 

hour and lowering 

prices.  
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Three Great Industrialists and two inventors of the “Gilded Age.”  
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Andrew Carnegie (1835 - 1919), was a Scottish American industrialist 
who led the enormous expansion of the American steel industry in the late nine-
teenth century. He was born in Scotland in a typical one room weaver’s cot-
tage. Falling on hard times, the family immigrated to Pennsylvania in 1848. 
Andrew's first job was as a bobbin boy in a cotton mill in Pittsburg; at the age 
of thirteen he worked twelve hours a day, six days a week for $1.20 a week. In 
1850 he became a telegraph messenger boy for $2.50 a week, where within 
a year he was promoted to an operator. Carnegie's education and passion for 
reading and learning was given a boost by Colonel Anderson, who opened his 
400 volume library to working boys each Saturday night. Starting in 1853, 
Thomas Scott of the Pennsylvania Railroad employed Carnegie as a secretary - 
telegraph operator at a salary of $4.00 per week. At the age of eighteen he 
made rapid advancement through the company and learned much about man-
agement and cost control. Scott took  and 
also helped him with his first investments. 

which 
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(1839 - 1937), was the co-founder of Standard Oil Company, which dominated the oil industry and was the 
first great U.S. business trust. Rockefeller was the eldest son born in Richford, New York, to con artist William (Bill) Rockefeller and Eli-
za Davison. His father Bill, opted for a vagabond existence of shady schemes and philandering, returning  to the family infrequently. Eli-
za, a homemaker and devout Baptist, struggled to maintain a semblance of stability at home. 

In 1853, his family moved to Cleveland, a boomtown of 30,000 inhabitants. Rockefeller attended Cleveland Central High School 
and then took a ten-week business course at the commercial college, where he studied bookkeeping. In 1855, when Rockefeller 
was sixteen, he got his first job as an assistant bookkeeper for a real estate and mining company, working for three months as an 
apprentice before he saw his first check 
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Alexander Graham Bell 
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Thomas Edison  
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Destination America 

Generations of immi-

grants would remem-

ber their first sight of 

the statue of liberty 

and Ellis Island as 

they streamed into 

New York Harbor. 

Between 1892 and 

1914 about 12 mil-

lion immigrants 

came through Ellis 

Island for processing 

into the United 

States.  

In the latter half of the 1800's people in many parts of the world decided to leave their 

homes and immigrate to the United States. Fleeing crop failure, land and job shortag-

es, rising taxes, and famine, many came to the United States because it was per-

ceived as the land of economic opportunity. Others immigrated seeking personal free-

dom or relief from political and religious persecution. With hope of a brighter future, 

nearly 12 million immigrants arrived in the United States between 1870 and 1900. Dur-

ing the 1870's and 1880's, the vast majority of these people were from Germany, Ire-

land, and England. Another major wave of immigration to the United States began 

around 1890 and ended with the outbreak of World War I in 1914. For the first time, the 

majority of the immigrants came not from Northern Europe, but from Central, Southern, 

and Eastern Europe - people from Italy, Poland, the Austrian-Hungarian Empire, and 
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Russia, including more than two million Jews. 

  

Why did so many come to America? Follow-

ing the desire for a better material life for 

themselves and their children, the desire for 

religious freedom probably motivated more 

immigrants to come to America than any 

other concern. The founding of European 

colonies in North America coincided with the 

Protestant Reformation - one of the water-

shed events in human history. The Refor-
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mation not only split Europe along Catholic and Protestant lines, it also spawned a variety of religious groups whose members suf-

fered persecution from both religious and civil authorities; refusing to conform to local religion many times meant death. To those suf-

fering from harassment or maltreatment in the Old World, the New World offered space to create new societies in which they could 

worship without interference. This guarantee of religious freedom in the Constitution and Bill of Rights, inspired countless immigrants 

to journey to the United States. As a result, the United States today is the most religiously diverse nation on earth with some 2,000 

distinct religious groups. 

 

southern states. 
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Springfield, Massachusetts. 
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Editorial and Photographic Sources 

Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello by the Thomas Jefferson Foundation 

Thomas Jefferson—The Art of Power by Jon Meacham  

American Sphinx by Joseph Ellis 

America—The Last Best Hope by William Bennett 

They Made America by Harold Evans 

A Patriots Handbook by Caroline Kennedy 

The House of the Presidents by Hugh Howard and Roger Straus III 

James Madison, the making of America, by Kevin  R. Gutzman 

James Madison, the struggle for the Bill of Rights, by Richard Labunski 

The Life of Andrew Jackson by Robert V. Remini 

We Americans by the National Geographic Society 

The Civil War by Geoffrey C. Ward 

The Civil War by Smithsonian Institution 

Team of Rivals by Doris Kearns Goodwin  

Carl Sandburg’s Abraham Lincoln, edited by Edward Goodman 

Lincoln by David H. Donald 

Grant, by Jean Edward Smith 

Nothing  Like it in the World by Stephen E. Ambrose 

Commodore, The life of Cornelius Vanderbilt by Edward Renehan, Jr.  

Andrew Carnegie by David Nasaw 

Titan, the life of John D. Rockefeller, Sr. by Ron Chernow 

Destination America by Chuck Wills 
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Washington D.C. impact photographics.com 

Washington D.C. memorials at night 

Capitalism in America by Alan Greenspan and Adrian Wooldridge 

Wikipedia.com 

The information, phrases, excerpts, quotes, and photos presented herein have been collected and organized from the books 

and internet sources listed above.  
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