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Fireworks over the Lincoln Memorial celebrating Independence Day on July Fourth 
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The story of  

America’s History 

and the people who sacrificed their lives 

for freedom 
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The United States Capitol. The original Capitol (center) opened in 1800. The two wings on each end with columns 

were added in the 1850’s to house the expanding Senate and House of Representatives. The larger dome was  

constructed during the Civil War (1860-1865). 
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The dome’s fresco in the rotunda. The 4,664 square foot fresco was finished in eleven months in 1965 by artist 

Constantino Brumidi. The “Epotheosis of Washington”  represents the thirteen original states and the Union. 

George Washington sits  between Liberty/Authority and Victory/Frame.  
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President John F. Kennedy lies in 

state in the Capitol’s rotunda 

after his assassination in 1963.  

 

Right—The heart of the Capitol is 

the huge circular rotunda nearly 

100 feet across and 180 feet 

high. The rotunda holds the 

buildings historic art displays and 

sculptures. Four of the immense 

oil paintings depict the days of 

discovery of America and its col-

onization. The other four 

paintings are linked to the Ameri-

can Revolution.  
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The new Senate chamber was completed  on January 4, 1859 when the Senate first met here. Forty-eight of 

the desks are from 1819. The busts surrounding the gallery are of several past vice-presidents. 
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The House of Representatives is one of the largest legislative halls in the world. The Congress held its first 

meeting in the new chambers on December, 16, 1857. As the House membership grew, the rows of seats re-

placed desks. The paintings on either side of the speaker’s rostrum is of George Washington and Lafayette.  
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The President’s Room is one of the most ornate 

chambers in the capitol. Starting in 1860, the 

president would come here to sign bills into law. 

Brumidi painted the entire room including the 

portraits of Washington’s first cabinet, Christo-

pher Columbus, and Benjamin Franklin.   

The ornate Senate Appropriations Committee 

hearing room is decorated in the Pompeian style 

by Constantino Brumidi 
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The bronze Statue of Freedom 

reigning atop the Capitol’s 

dome is 19.5 feet tall and 

weighs 7.5 ton. Sculptor Thom-

as Crawford modeled the plas-

ter cast in Rome. The statue was 

hoisted atop the Capitol’s dome 

in December, 1863.  
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The White House 

has been home to 

every president 

since John Adams  
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The East Room is the ceremoni-

al room of the White House. It 

is the homes largest room  

measuring 85 feet long by 40 

feet wide. The East Room was 

completed in 1829 for Andrew 

Jackson’s presidency.  For many 

years the room was open to the 

public to attend holiday cele-

brations.  The chandeliers and 

ornate wall and ceiling details 

are eighteenth century French 

and English designs from a 

1902 renovation by  Theodore 

Roosevelt.  The portrait of 

George Washington, purchased 

by Congress in 1800, was saved 

by First Lady Dolly Madison 

during the torching of the 

White House by the British in 

1814. President Lincoln’s body 

lay in state in the center of the 

room in 1865. 
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The Green Room is furnished in the late Fed-

eral style of the early 1800’s.  Thomas Jeffer-

son is known to have used the room for din-

ing. The room was decorated in green during 

the James Monroe Presidency.   
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The elegant oval shaped Blue Room was fur-

nished by James Monroe in 1817.; fifty-five  

pieces of gilded furniture seen in the room to-

day were purchased in Paris. The portrait  of 

Thomas Jefferson (left) is from 1800.  



 18 

  



 19 

  

The Red Room (left) was first 

decorated in red in 1845 during 

James Polk’s presidency. The 

rooms furnishings are influ-

enced by the English Regency 

and French Empire styles of the 

early 1800’s. John Adams used 

it as a breakfast room, Madison 

and Jefferson as a drawing 

room, and Lincoln as an evening 

reading room.  

The State Dining Room (right) is 

the setting for state dinners. The 

rooms oak paneling was in-

stalled by Theodore Roosevelt 

to suggest the Georgian archi-

tecture of the early 1800”s.   

The 13 foot gilded bronze cen-

terpiece on the dining table was 

made in Paris in 1813. The por-

trait of  Abraham Lincoln was 

painted in 1869 by  

George Healy. 
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The Entrance Hall is where guests of state are 

greeted for state dinners and state affairs. The 

president will enter descending the grand 

staircase while the Marine Band plays “Hail to 

the Chief.” The floor and columns are of Ten-

nessee and Georgian marble.  
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The Family Quarters (left) The Queens Room is the principal guest suite in 

the family quarters; it has served seven reigning 

queens. The poster bed belonged to Andrew Jackson. 

(right) Lincoln’s office is now named the Lincoln Bed-

room. The bed was purchased by Mary Todd Lincoln.  
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 (right page) The sitting room and the dining room in 

the family quarters. 

(left page) Todays treaty room was restored to resem-

ble President Grants Cabinet Room. The Victorian fur-

nishings include Grant’s cabinet table. The cross hall 

runs the length of the house in the family quarters. 

Furnishings are from  the late 1700’s and early 1800’s.  
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 (left) The cabinet room  seats 22 members of the 

president’s cabinet. 

(right) The oval office was completed in 1909 for 

President Taft. The desk is made of timbers from the 

British ship Resolute—presented to President Hayes 

in 1880 by Queen Victoria.  

The West Wing 
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Supreme Court  

Building 
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The Steps in Making a Bill a Law 

 

Introducing a Bill - Any member of Congress can introduce new legislation. The person who introduces the bill is the sponsor. Any 
member of the same body (House or Senate) Can become a co-sponsor of the bill by adding their name to the legislation. Every 
new bill is assigned a number beginning with HR or S referencing a House or Senate bill. The bill is then referred to a committee or 
subcommittee with jurisdiction over the issue of the legislation. 

Committee Action - The chairman of the committee determines whether there will be a hearing on the bill and whether there will be a 
"mark up." A mark-up is when members of the committee or sub -committee offer amendments to make changes to the bill. After 
amendments are adopted or rejected by the full committee, the chairman must move to vote on the bill to move it out of committee 
and on to congress. 

Committee Report - The committee's chairman's staff prepares reports of the bill's intent, the legislative history in committee, the 
impact on existing laws, and the position of the majority of the members of the committee. The members of the minority may file 
dissenting views. 

Floor Debate and Votes - The Speaker of the House and the Majority Leader of the Senate determines if and when a bill will come 
before the full body of congress for debate, amendment, and passage. In the House, a Representative may offer an amendment to a   
bill only if he has permission from the rules committee. A Senator can offer an amendment at any time. A majority vote is required for 
an amendment and final passage. 

Referral to the Other Chamber - When the House or Senate pass a bill it is referred to the other chamber for passage. This 
chamber may approve the bill as received, reject it, ignore it, or amend it before passing it. 

Conference on a Bill - If only minor changes are made to a bill by the other chamber, the legislation goes back to the original  
chamber for a confirming vote. If the bill incurs significant changes from the other chamber, a conference committee is appointed to 
reconcile the differences between the two chambers versions into a single bill. If the members of the committee cannot reach an 
agreement the bill dies. If an agreement is reached, a conference report is prepared describing the new bill. Both the House and the 
Senate must approve the conference report. If either chamber rejects the conference report, the bill dies. 

Action by the President - After the conference report is approved by both the House and the Senate, the final bill is sent to the 
President. If the President approves the bill, he signs it into law. If the President does not take action on the bill for ten days while 
congress is in session, the bill automatically becomes law. If the President opposes the bill he can veto it. If the President takes no 
action after Congress has adjourned its second session, it is a "pocket veto" and the bill dies. 
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The Beginning of America 

The story of the making of America actually begins in England in the sixteenth century. By the middle of the fifteen - hundreds, there 
were 11 million sheep throughout England, outnumbering humans four to one; they grazed everywhere. Almost everyone in England, 
including the crown, was involved with, benefited from, or was affected by England’s dominant industry – manufacturing wool cloth. 
The famous English wool was popular throughout Europe and across the Ottoman empire, which stretched from the Mediterranean to 
the Caspian Sea. However, during this time England was on the cusp of a great crisis: the wool cloth trade was faltering, the English 
presence in Antwerp, the greatest trading hub in the world, was threatened, the crown was mired in debt, people were homeless and 
unemployed, towns were ravaged, and disease raged. Sir Thomas More, in his translation of the book Utopia, was the first English-
man to envision – in print at least – the enormous potential that the new world held for remaking society. By 1500, China accounted 
for 25 percent of the world’s output of goods and services; by contrast, England accounted for just 1 percent. Through the sixteenth 
century, a tangled web of trade routes connected Cathay in the Far East to Europe, stretching five thousand miles across oceans, 
mountains, and deserts. 

It was not until the economic and social crisis of the mid-fifteen-hundreds that England realized they must search beyond Europe for 
new markets. As a result, the world’s first joint stock company structure was formed by merchant investors for the purpose of search-
ing for a shorter trade route to Far East by sailing west. This trade route, believed to cross thru the Northern land mass of the Ameri-
ca’s, became known as the Northwest passage. In the last half of the fifteen-hundreds, several English trans-Atlantic sailing voyages 
in search of the Northwest passage, as well as attempts to colonize new land for gold, silver, and trade, all failed. When hopes of find-
ing a Northwest passage to the Far East were abandoned, new thinking pressed the value of colonizing for the ownership of land, em-
ployment, valuable commodities, and providing an answer to the social problems of removing Catholics from a Protestant England. In 
fact, Richard Hayluyt, England’s foremost authority on America and its greatest cheerleader for colonization, authored a publication in 
1588 named principal Navigations, which accounted for 68 English voyages across the Atlantic prior to the first permanent colony at 
Jamestown in 1607. The publication included the details about the English captain, Francis Drake, who circumnavigated the world in 
1580, being the first to do so since Magellan’s fleet returned to Spain in 1522. Drake brought many gifts back to Queen Elizabeth, of 
which one included the secret knowledge of the western coast of North America; no one realized the vastness of the North American 
continent until that moment. The publication also told about the voyage financed by Walter Ralegh and the Queen, which weighed an-
chor from Plymouth, England in 1585 for the outer banks of North Carolina, where 107 settlers were left to establish a settlement. Un-
fortunately, an undeclared war with Spain halted all colonization efforts and the settlers were abandoned in America. However as soon 
as the war with Spain was won in 1587, new dreams of expansion in the New World were rekindled.  

In 1600, the East India Trade Company was incorporated into a joint stock-holding company with a record 213- shareholders. In 1601, 
five ships with five hundred men and supplies for twenty months, set sail for the East Indies. In 1602, Gosnold commanded a single 
ship with thirty-two men to bring back the first detailed account of the northern coast of America, from North Carolina up to the harbors 
of Maine. Gosnold was the first Englishman to reach these shore, but hardly the first European. The Indians appeared to greet him in 
a small sailing craft, clearly not a native vessel. They were  dressed in European attire and utilized large amounts of iron and copper 
for cooking utensils; they could even speak  some English. The Englishman did not realize how extensive the Indian-European trading 
network was at the time, but they soon discovered the Indians had a sophisticated trading economy in furs, timber, and exotic com-
modities with the French. As they sailed the coast of America they continued to engage Indians and learned about a variety of tobacco 
more pleasant than available in England. Gosnold’s voyage sparked new interest in North America, and before long another voyage 
was dispatched. Unfortunately, the death of Queen Elizabeth I in 1603 overshadowed additional ventures to America.    
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Gosnold was followed by a young man named George Waymouth who secured an audience with the new King James I and declared 
his intentions to explore the new world. Waymouth was successful attracting investors with the focus of colonizing America to refuge 
Catholics, who were facing tighter restrictions by King James, and to develop plantations for the purpose of fishing outposts; the fish-
ing trade was reliable and demand was steady. Waymouth sailed out of Dartmouth the last day of March, 1605 with a single ship and 
twenty-eight men. He lingered in Maine and learned a great deal about the people and geography of the New World.  

On April 10, 1606, James Popham successfully proposed a new charter to King James I, known as the Virginia Charter. The charter 
provided investors of the newly founded Plymouth Company the authority to inhabit, plant, and create a colony in the territory defined 
as America from 34 degrees north – South Carolina’s location today – to 45 degrees north – where Maine is today. In other words, 
between the norther limits of New Spain and the southern limits of New France. Two ships set sail in May, 1607 and selected a plan-
tation site on what is today the Kennebec River, not far inland from the Atlantic. The surviving plan shows an elaborate, enclosed 
compound of several buildings, but the colonists suffered from the biting cold from the first winter. Ultimately a decision was made to 
abandon the settlement and return to England; there would be no financial gain for the investors. 

The newly founded London Company, managed by Sir Thomas Smythe, and better resourced and managed than the Plymouth Com-
pany, set sail with three ships and 144 men on December 20, 1606. They reached the coastal headland at the entrance to what today 
is Chesapeake Bay, Virginia in late April, 1607. They preceded upriver to a place they deemed fit to erect a city which they named 
James Towne after King James I. The first ships to resupply the colonists arrived January 2, 1608 with supplies and 120 more men. 
Expecting to find a vibrant colony, instead they found a settlement on the brink of collapse. The colony had suffered an onslaught of 
dysentery; so many had fell sick and died that those that lived were barely able to bury the dead. Even though the new colony was on 
the brink of failure, Smythe’s encouraging printed promotions throughout London, offering the opportunity of land, commodities, furs, 
and accommodating Indian traders, continued to encourage investment in the shares of the London Company. Sufficient investors 
were secured to fund a second supply mission planned for August, 1608 with seventy more colonists. In previous years, such set-
backs had doomed colonial projects but this time Sir Thomas Smythe and his investors realized it would take time to establish a thriv-
ing enterprise. A new corporation was formed, with the support of the king, called the Virginia Company.  The investors formed a new, 
dynamic campaign to attract new investors by appealing to national pride, religious convictions to convert Indians, and lower prices for 
a share of stock. With new funding, a nine- vessel fleet with 600 settlers, including 100 women, left Falmouth in June, 1609; unfortu-
nately, only 400 settlers made the crossing safely. The fifth resupply ships left London with another 150 colonists on April, 1610 and a 
sixth resupply fleet landed with yet another 300 settlers on March, 1611; the arriving colonists found a diminished colony of about sixty 
survivors. During the previous winter of 1610-11, the Indians laid the town to siege to starve the colonists. More than 400 died of star-
vation leaving the remaining colonists hopeless and prepared to return to England.  By 1616 there began  to be glimpses of hope  

when 2,500 pounds of tobacco were imported by England from Virginia. The following year imports jumped to 18,839 pounds; and it 

spiked to 49,839 pounds the year after that. To seize this positive trade opportunity, Smythe embarked on a new plan which promoted 

distributing land to private individuals and groups. As individual plantations took root, the House of Burgesses was formed for handling 

local issues. Remarkably, the House of Burgesses was the first freely elected parliament of a self-governing people in the Western 

World.  

In the fall of 1619, two Englishman approached the Virginia Company of London to seek a patent that would allow their congregation 

to establish a plantation in America. They were acting on behalf of a group of reformist English Protestants, so called Separatists, that 

would become to be known as the Pilgrims. Whereas Puritans sought reforms from within the church, the Separatists felt they had no 

choice but to detach themselves completely from the corrupt church. Finally, on November 11, 1620, all of the planning had come to 
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fruition as the ship sailed and was brought to anchor in what today is known as Provincetown, Massachusetts. Although the Pilgrims 

survived in their little town of Plymouth, the colony was never particularly prosperous. In fact, it took until 1648 for the Pilgrims to pay 

off their debt to the Virginia Company. By then, the Massachusetts Bay Colony, and its capitol city of Boston, completely overshad-

owed the little community of Plymouth.  

The following are the major events in the early periods of the new American English colony:  
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of Virginia in case of war: " Ask why British armies have come  to your  shores. Has Great Britain any 

enemy in this quarter of the world to call for all this accumulation of navies and armies? No, sir, she has none. They are meant for us; 

they can be meant for no other. And what have we to oppose them? Shall we try argument? Sir, we have been trying that for the last 

ten years. If the colonists wish to be free, they must fight. I repeat, sir, we must fight! The war is inevitable. And let it come! I repeat, sir. 

Let it come! Gentleman may cry peace, peace - but there is no peace. I know not what course others may take, but for me, give 

me liberty - or give me death." 

1775 - General Gage, also the acting Governor of Massachusetts, decided to send soldiers to Concord to capture Samuel Adams and 

John Hancock as well as seize an arms cache in Concord. Gage, assuming no resistance from the colonists, committed only 600 

soldiers to the mission. At the time, the colonists in each town had a prepared defense of farmers, called Minute Men, who would 

grab their muskets at a moment’s notice upon hearing the ringing of church bells. Patriot Paul Revere intentionally stayed in Boston to 

learn of Gage's plans so he could alert the surrounding towns of any military advance. It was determined  Gage would  have  to  march 

his  soldiers by one of two routes. It was decided either one or two lanterns hung in the  Christ’s Church steeple  would  communicate  

which route  the  British were taking. Once the  two  lanterns  were up in the  steeple, indicating  the  soldiers chose  the  route  to 

cross the  river, Paul Revere  rode to  Lexington to  warn Adams  and  Hancock.  Courageously maneuvering past British patrols on 

the route to Lexington, Revere notified the captain of the  Minute Men, as well as Adams and Hancock, the  British were  coming. Re-

vere, plus two other riders, then attempted to ride on to Concord to warn their Minute Men, however only one rider made it without  

being  captured by the British. Paul Revere was later released that evening by the British. 
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The American War  

of Independence 1775-1781 

George Washington, commander of the Conti-

nental army and King George III of Great Britain 
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The Shot Heard Around the World 

The War of Independence begins in Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts, April 19,1775 
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Major battles and events of the American War of Independence. 
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In CONGRESS,  July 4,  1776. 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America 
The following are excerpts from the Declaration of Independence: 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their creator 
with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness. that to secure these 
rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their powers from the consent of the governed. That 
whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of  the people to alter or 
abolish it, and to institute new government" 

"But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design  to re-
duce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to pro-
vide new guards for their future security. Such has been the patient suffering of these Colonies; and such is now 
the necessity which constrains them to alter their former systems of government. The history of the present 
King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having, in direct object, the establish-
ment of an absolute tyranny over these states. " 

As proof, Thomas Jefferson continued to list more than two dozen example of charges of common grievances 
by the colonies. 

He ended the declaration of Independence by pledging the lives of the Continental Congress delegates with their 
signature to the following words: " And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection 
of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor." 

55 delegates pledged their lives by signing the Declaration of Independence. 
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escaped by crossing the river to safety in 
Pennsylvania. General Lee was still commanding 7,000 American soldiers, who were camped east of the Hudson River in New York but 
were to many days away to help Washington. The American soldiers were badly clothed, poorly fed, and exposed to extreme weather 
conditions. Many without shoes slaughtered cattle to wrap their feet in the hides. There was only one person who could save the Ameri-
can army, and that was General Howe. With Philadelphia in his grasp, Howe decided to retreat to New York for the winter. He left three 
regiments of German soldiers to hold Trenton. 

December 25, 1776 - Washington needed a victory. The men were depressed, and most of the men's enlistments were expiring in 6 
days. To lift morale, Washington assembled three regiments, planning a surprise attack of Trenton from three different directions; the 
three regiments contained 2,400, 1,800, and 600 men each. On a cold, windy, and sleeting night with ice floating in the river, forty-
eight hundred poorly clothed men crossed the Delaware River during the middle of the night; the  entire crossing took nine hours. The 
daring surprise attack of Trenton was a complete success with the capture of 1,000 German soldiers. 

January 3, 1777 - The British and German soldiers ceded the town of Trenton to the Americans and retreated northeast to Princeton, 
New Jersey. With most of his army ready to go home, Washington borrowed money to pay soldiers an extra $10.00 to re-enlist for an 
extra six weeks. Washington also had possibly two to four thousand men in the Pennsylvania Militia to utilize, plus the twelve hundred who 
re-enlisted. Washington was considering risking 5,000 poorly trained men against 8,000 professional British and German soldiers in 
Princeton. Rather than retreat, Washington planned to go on the offensive and attack the British. Because of the loss at Trenton, Howe 
ordered Cornwallis to return to Princeton and march against Washington the next day; Cornwallis ordered his men to kill any American 
who surrendered. As the Americans approached the British began to fire. When the Americans scattered, the British pursued and 
stabbed them to death. 
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Virginia where there 
was still a large British army. He also hoped Clinton could be persuaded to send reinforcements from New York to support a major war in 
Virginia. 
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APRIL 25, 1781 - Cornwallis's army went on destroying and burning the south even though Camden and Fort Ninety-Six were the only two 
strongholds held in the Carolinas by the British. When Greene arrived in Camden he found the British defenses too strong to attack. Rather 
than attack, Greene decided to set up camp on Hobkirk's Hill and hope to coax the British out of their fortifications into an attack upon 
the Americans; the strategy worked, and on April 25 the British attacked. The battle of Hobkirk’s Hill was a British victory, but at the 
loss of 25 percent of their 1,000- man force. By May, both North and South Carolina were abandoned by the British. 

October 19, 1781 - British surrender at Yorktown, Virginia - As their southern campaign was failing in the spring of 1781, the Brit-
ish found themselves in control of just three coastal towns - New York, Charleston, and Savannah. Every strategic decision for Washing-
ton in 1781 depended upon what support the French would provide. The 
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fluctuating exchange rates and chaos.  

 

The Constitutional 

Convention in Phila-

delphia, Pennsylva-

nia, Independence 

Hall—East Room 
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Independence Hall, Philadelphia, 1787 

The delegates of the Constitutional Convention 
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Benjamin Franklin’s conclusion speech  

at the Constitutional Convention 
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Authors of the Federalist Papers 

James Madison (pictured above) and Alexander Hamilton were the chief authors of the 85 
Federalists Papers written to educate the delegates throughout the country about the Constitu-
tion. The Federalist Papers are still today considered the most important writing to help ex-
plain the politics and wording of the Constitution. These two men, more so than any others, 
masterminded the ratification in the two largest states, Virginia and New York. Both states had 
organized formidable opposition against the Constitution. 
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Archives of the United States in Washington DC 

View the original Declaration of Independence, United States Constitution, and Bill of Rights 
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The Constitution of the United States 

Article 1. Section 1. All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate 
and House of Representatives. Section 2. The House of representatives shall be composed of members chosen every second year by the 
people of the several States. No person shall be a representative who has not attained the age of 25 and been seven years a citizen. 
Representatives shall be apportioned among the several states which may be included in the union, according to their respective num-
bers, which shall be determined by adding the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to service for a term of years, and 
excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thou-
sand, but each state shall have at Least one Representative. The House of Representatives shall have the sole Power of Impeachment..... 
Section 3. The Senate of the United States shall be comprised of two Senators from each state, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six 
Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote. No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the age of thirty years, and be 
nine years a citizen. The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be equally 
divided. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all Impeachments.......  

Section 4. The Times, Places, and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by 
the Legislature thereof;..... Section 5. Each house shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns, and Qualifications of its own members, ..... 
Section 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by law, and paid out of 
the Treasury of the United States. ......Section 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Sen-
ate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills. Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the 
Senate, shall, before it becomes law, be presented to the President of the United States; if he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall 
return it, .......Section 8. The Congress shall have the Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and 
provide for the common Defense and general Welfare of the United States; ........To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; ..... 
To coin Money,  ....To  establish Post Offices  and  post roads; ....To  define  and  punish Piracies  and  felonies  committed  on the  high 
Seas; ...To declare War, ....To raise and support armies,....To provide and maintain a Navy; ....To provide and call forth the Militia to exe-
cute  the  Laws  of the  Union,  suppress  Insurrections  and  repel Invasions;....Section 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as 
any of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight 
hundred and eight, ....Section 10. No state shall enter into any treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; .... No State shall, without the Consent of 
Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, ....... No state shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay Duty of Tonnage, 
keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into  any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or 
engage in War, .... 

Article 2. Section 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold the Office during 
the Term of four Years, ......Each State shall appoint a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to 
which the  State may be entitled in the  Congress:......The  Electors shall meet in their respective States, and  vote by Ballots for two Per-
sons.....The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President...if there be more than one who have such Majority, and 
have an equal Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately choose by Ballot one of them for President; ......No 
Persons except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to 
the Office of the President;  neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who  shall not have attained to the age of thirty five Years, 
and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.....The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compen-
sation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the period for which he shall have been elected,....Section 2. The President 
shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and the Militia of the several States, ...... 
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He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present 
concur; and he shall nominate, and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors, other public Ministers and 
Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, ..... Section 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the 
Union, ......he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; ....Section 4. The President shall be removed from Office on Im-
peachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors. 

Article 3. Section 1. The Judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as  
the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish......Section 2. The Judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Eq-
uity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, .....Section 3. Treason against the United 
States, shall consist only in levying War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall 
be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses .... 

Article 4. Section 1. Full faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every oth-
er State. .......Section 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several States. 
....Section 3. New States may be admitted to the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected within the 
Jurisdiction of any other State; ....Section 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in the Union a Republic Form of Gov-
ernment, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive against domestic 
Violence. 

Article 5. The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Consti-
tution, or, on the Application of the Legislature of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amend-
ments, ........ 

Article 6. All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the 
United States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. ...... 
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Congress of the United States 
Begun and held at the City of New York on Wednesday the fourth of 

March, one thousand seven hundred eighty-nine. 

The Bill of Rights were the first 10 amendments to the original Constitution as ratified by the states. The amendments were  the 
result of several states request for amendments as well as New York and Virginia's ratification of the  Constitution contingent upon 
adding additional amendments. The amendments were passed by the House by a vote of 37-14 on September 24, 1789. The Sen-
ate approved the next day. The following is a review of those first ten amendments known as the Bill of Rights: 

Amendment 1. Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government 
for a redress of grievances. 

Amendment 2. A well- regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear 
Arms, shall not be infringed. 

Amendment 3. No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of 
war....... 

Amendment 4. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, ........ 

Amendment 5. No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indict-
ment  of a Grand Jury, .........nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor 
shall be compelled in any  criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty,  or property, without due 
process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 

Amendment 6. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the 
state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, ...........to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have 
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense. 

Amendment 7. In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars. the right of a trial by jury shall 
be preserved, ........ 

Amendment 8. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.  

Amendment 9. The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by 
the          people. 

Amendment 10. The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to 
the States respectively, or to the people. 
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George Washington’s  

Mount Vernon 
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The History of Mount Vernon 

George Washington's great-grandfather was granted land from English royalty when he migrated from England to Virginia in 1657. 
George's father, Augustine, was an ambitious man who acquired more land, slaves, built mills, and grew tobacco. When Gus died in 
1743, he owned several thousand acres throughout Virginia and Maryland. The oldest son, Lawrence, inherited the working plantation 
and home (built in 1735) that he renamed Mount Vernon.  George, one of seven living children, inherited the Strother farm and half of the 
Deep Run farm at the age of eleven. George became the leasing heir to the Mount Vernon Plantation in 1754 after the death of his 
brother Lawrence and all four of his children in 1752. In 1761, upon Lawrence's wife's death, George inherited Mount Vernon outright. It 
appears Lawrence razed the original home and rebuilt a one and one-half story structure before he died in 1752. 

In January, 1759 George was married to Martha Custis, a widow who brought to the marriage a considerable fortune of 18,000   acres 
and over one hundred slaves. With the land George inherited from his father and brother, his new wife's land holdings, plus the land he 
was granted for his military service to England, Washington became one of the more wealthy landowners in Virginia. In 1757-59 a second 
story was added on top of the original home at Mount Vernon to make room for his to- be new wife and her two children. In April, 1759, 
retired from his military position, Washington returned to Mount Vernon with his new family. He would become an industrious planter for 
the next 17 years (until the Revolutionary war beckoned his service in 1776), restoring Mount Vernon and his additional farms to prosper-
ity.  

Always anxious to learn the latest scientific horticultural practices and willing to experiment, Washington would introduce many new 
crops, fruits, and livestock to his farms. In his diary he talks about experiments with compost to increase the yield of tobacco, corn,  
and wheat; he also grew turnips, peas, and potatoes. He was one of the first farmers to experiment with crop diversification and plan 
his crops according to future market demand. He began grafting cherry, plum, June Pear, peach, and apple trees; he also experimented 
with animal breeding and sheepshearing; his livestock included sheep, pigs, cattle, and horses; he also caught substantial amounts of 
herring and shad in the Potomac River. He operated profitable distilleries which produced cider and brandy; and he entered the milling 
business and operated a first- class flour mill on his property. His plantations were also one of the first to establish spinning and weav-
ing, producing domestic goods. In the spring it was common to see him out plowing and seeding rye grass, oats, and barley right along 
with the slaves. 

The design for the buildings and grounds around the mansion are entirely George Washington's designs. He planned an area of five 
hundred acres around the mansion to be a gracious and elegant gentleman's country seat, thereby placing all of the crops, livestock, 
and large barns outside of the mansions grounds. Between 1773-77 the south extension to Mount Vernon was added housing the 
study, the north extension was added for the formal dining room, and the grand front piazza was begun. The last additions were complet-
ed in 1787. The main floor included the grand central passage to meet guests, two family parlors, the large dining room, a smaller daily 
dining room, a guest bedroom, and George's study. The second floor housed five bedrooms including the master bedroom, while the 
third floor accommodated six additional smaller bedrooms.  

The Revolution War years proved costly to the family as the farms fell into mis-management and disrepair. Washington was able to even-
tually restore his fortune from generous land grants from Congress for his military service. Over 45 years, Washington expanded the plan-
tation to 8,000 acres, including 400 slaves. Because Washington maintained a lifelong diary and he and his heirs preserved his papers 
and letters, Mount Vernon is the best documented historical home to survive from this period of American history. 

 



 61 

  

The “Passage” or central hall 

was used to greet and enter-

tain guests. This is the oldest 

part of the house dating from 

1752. 

The large formal din-

ing room was added 

in 1776. 



 62 

  

The “little parlor” was 

for music and dancing. 

The harpsichord was 

imported in 1793 for 

his granddaughter, 

Nelly.  

The west parlor 

was a favorite 

gathering spot 

for the family.  
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The daily dining room 

(added in 1775) is clos-

est to the kitchen—

housed in a separate 

building. 

Washington’s 

study was add-

ed in 1775. The 

desk chair was 

used during his 

presidency. 
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The storehouse housed hun-

dreds of items used by the car-

penters, cobblers, hunters, and 

slaves.  

The family kitchen is 

located in a sepa-

rate building con-

nected to the home 

by a  colonnade.  
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Coach House 

Wash Room 

Spinning House 

Slave’s Cabin 
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A  John Trumbull painting of 

Washington in 1780. 

Right - One of seven portraits by 

Charles Peale. Washington at age 

40 in 1772.  

Below - The artist, Edward Sav-

age, is portraying General Wash-

ington, Mrs. Washington, and their 

two grandchildren by Martha’s 

son, Parke Curtis. The Washing-

ton’s are reviewing plans for the 

new capitol in 1796.   
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The Life of George Washington (1732 - 1799)  

 

 

 

less than one dollar an 



 68 

  

During this time, 
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Events of 1789  
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Events of 1793 

 

I
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The Life Of 

John Adams 

(1735-1826) 

The earliest known portraits of John 

Adams and his wife Abigail from 

1766. Abigail was John Adams most 

trusted political advisor. She sup-

ported her husbands patriotic loyal-

ties through many years of separa-

tion while he was serving in Phila-

delphia and Europe. The number of 

surviving letters between them num-

ber in the thousands. Their personal 

letters, combined with John Adams 

diary and personal papers, are a 

national treasure of American histo-

ry.   

John Adams was born in the salt 

box styled home on the right and 

later built the larger home (left), 

adjacent to his parents, where 

he raised his family. He was bur-

ied on the family farm amongst 

the head stones marking graves 

of four previous generations of 

the Adams family.  
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A portrait of John Adams 

done while he was in London 

in 1783. In court dress of 

brown velvet, he is pointing to 

a map of America on the ta-

ble.  

The Adams portrait was done 

by American painter Mather 

Brown when Adams was in 

London in the year 1785.  

John Adams was fifty-seven when 

John Trumbull painted the Vice Presi-

dent of the United States in 1793.  
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Braintree. 
Shortly after being married, Adams rose to political prominence with his anonymous articles in the Boston Gazette and a speech be-
fore the Massachusetts governor and council opposing the British Stamp Act in 1765. He pronounced the Stamp act an invalid tax on 
the ground Massachusetts, being without representation in parliament, had not assented to it. In 1770, Adams again rose to prominence 
when he was asked to defend eight British soldiers who fired into a rebellious Boston crowd, killing five civilians in what became known 
as the Boston Massacre. Adams, fearing his defense of the soldiers would damage his reputation as a patriot, received a verdict ac-
quitting six of the soldiers and obtained reduced sentences for the two soldiers convicted of murder. The trial resulted in the following 
famous Adams quote: " It is more important that innocence be protected than it is that guilt be punished, for guilt and crimes are so fre-
quent in this world that they cannot all be punished. But if innocence itself is brought to the bar condemned, perhaps to die, then the citi-
zens will say, " Whether I do good or whether I do evil is immaterial, for innocence itself is no protection." 

As a delegate in the Continental Congress 

In 1774 Adams was chosen by the Massachusetts legislature as one of the five delegates to the first Continental Congress in Philadel-
phia. He served again in the second Continental Congress from 1775 to 1777. Adams was one of the leading delegates of the entire 
Congress, exerting substantial influence. In May of 1775, in possibly his most important contribution to the new union, Adams nominat-
ed and adamantly supported George Washington to be elected Commander-in-Chief of the new Continental Army. In February of 1776, 
he had drafted the following goals for Congress to achieve: Form an alliance with France and Spain, establish a government in every 
colony, build powder mills in every colony for gunpowder, and declare independence from Britain. To Adams, declaring and winning in-
dependence from Great Britain was the only path to liberty for America. In late February word arrived from the English Parliament that all 
trade with the colonies was prohibited, and any American patriot who would not make an unconditional submission would be hung as a 
traitor. In addition, it was being reported a vast British armada was crossing the Atlantic, and the  King was hiring German mercenaries 
to fight in America. Knowing the time was right to act, Adams would play a leading role in persuading many reluctant delegates to   
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declare independence from Britain. 
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Vice President and President of the United States 
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Events of 1800 
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The Adam’s home in Quincy, Massachusetts 

 

John Adams had specified in his will that his 12,000 vol-

ume library of priceless letters, journals, and books were 

to go to his son John Quincy. In 1870 his grandson 

Charles built a separate stone structure next to the home 

to store the priceless collection.  
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The upstairs library is where Ad-

ams spent much of the last 25 

years of his life. The bookish 

Adams often rose at five and 

began the day reading. He pur-

chased the desk in 1783 in Par-

is. The clock on the mantel be-

longed to his grandfather.  
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The nations new capitol 

. President Adams addressed the very first 

joint sessions in the Senate Chambers on November, 22, 1800. 

President Jefferson appointed a new architect, Benjamin 

Latrobe, to be in charge of completing the Capitol. The design of 

the Capitol (pictured next page) was completed in 1810. The 32 

member Senate occupied the original wing on the right, while the 

7 member Supreme Court moved to the ground floor of the 

same wing. In 1807, the 106 man House moved into their new 

wing to the left of the colonnaded central portico. Jefferson in 

particular, admired Latrobe’s finished design of the house cham-

ber with its carvings, classical columns, and visitors gallery. The 

colonnaded central portico was the last to be completed in 1810.  

It was in these chambers that Congress approved the Louisiana 

Purchase in 1803, and voted on funding the Lewis and Clark ex-

pedition. After long and bitter debates, they declared war on 

England in 1812. The British burnt the Capitol in 1814, displac-

ing Congress until renovations were completed in December, 

1819.  

As new states continued to join the union, populations soared, 

and Congress grew to 62 Senators and 233 Representatives by 

1850. In August of 1850, Congress appropriated $100,000 to 

begin construction to expand the Capitol.  

The right wing of the U.S. Capitol  

completed in 1800 
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The completed U.S. Capitol in 1810 
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The Capitol’s Rotunda 

Pictured are the Capitol’s 16 column rotunda and 

dome, built from Virginia sandstone. The dome’s 

motif is tobacco flowers and leaves, indicating its 

economic importance to the new American na-

tion.  
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The original House Chambers (below) from 1800 until 1857. With the exception of the statues and 

desks., the hall looks as it did in 1857. Presidents Madison, Monroe, John Quincy Adams, Andrew Jack-

son, and Fillmore were all inaugurated here. Senate Chambers pictured to right.  
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The Vice Presi-

dent’s desk in the 

Senate Chamber 

until 1859. 
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The old Supreme Court Chamber contains many original furnishings. The pumpkin 

shell ceiling, rebuilt after the Capitol was burned by the British in 1814, supports the 

old Senate Chamber above.  
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Water color of the White House in 1806. The White house grounds was originally 85 acres; the thought was for 

the Presidents House to be self-sufficient with its own orchard, pastures, cow barn, pig pens, chicken yard, and stables. 

Before the avenue was extended through the park in 1822, it served the community for market days and horse races. 

The city plan by Pierre Charles L’Enfant included an east-west axes and a north-south axes anchored by the Capitol, 

White House, and several monuments. L’Enfant wanted an equestrian statue of Washington to climax the intersection of 

the two axes. The original President’s House planned by L’Enfant was to be five times larger than the home that was ac-

tually built and designed by James Hoban in 1792. Familiar with L’Enfant’s plan, Washington determined the location for 

the smaller residence and personally drove the stakes for the location of the home, thereby preserving L’Enfant’s axes. 

John Adams was the first president to occupy the White House in 1800, then called the Presidents House. Based upon 

Thomas Jefferson’s drawings, the east and west wings to the home were added from 1805-1808.The wings were added 

as a means of keeping many of the functions of the home—dairy, stables, laundry, smokehouse, root cellar, and so 

forth—out of sight.  
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Editorial and Photograph sources 

The New World by John Butman and Simon Targett 

We the People of the United States by the Capitol Historical Society 

The White House—An Historical Guide by the White House Historical Association 

A Brilliant Solution by Carol Berkin 

The Charters of Freedom by the National Archives 

Alexander Hamilton by Ron Chernow 

Benjamin Franklin by Edmund Morgan 

Washington by Ron Chernow 

All Cloudless Glory by Harrison Clark 

1776 by David McCullough 

Patriots by A.J. Laugguth 

George Washington's Mount Vernon by the Mount Vernon Ladies Association 

John Adams by David McCullough 

A Patriots handbook by Caroline Kennedy 

They Made America by Harold Evans 

Washington, D.C.by impactphotographics.com 

Wikipedia 

 

The information, phrases, excerpts, quotes, and photos presented herein have been collected from the above books and 

internet sources 


